IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method including 

at a fifst device, reading a set of information from a set of resources including at 
least a source , at loast somo of said f i rst i nformat i on l ocatod ro l ativoly local to said fifst 
device and at l east s omo of sa i d informat i on obta i n e d from an information server 
ro l ativo l y remote from said fifst device; -r&Rd 

setting values for one or more variables at loast ono var i ablo at said first device 
in response to said information ; and 

if said setting step changes an indication of said set of resources, re-performing 
the steps of reading and setting until said step of setting does not change said 
indication of said set of resources : 

at a socond d e vic e , r e ad i ng a s e t of i nformat i on, at le ast some of sa i d 
i nformat i on l ocatod ro l ativo l y local to said socond dovico and at l oast somo of said 
i nformat i on obta i n e d from an i nformation sorvor re l ative l y r e mot e from sa i d s e cond 
dov i c e , and sott i ng va l uos for at le ast on e var i able at sa i d socond dov i co i n r e spons e to 
s a i d informat i on; and 

wherein said setting step resolves roso l v i ng conflicts when said information from 
any two sources assigns two inconsistent values to any of said one or more variables a 
s i ng l o variab l e by determining, for said any two sources for s aid i nformat i on , a higher 
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priority source and a lower priority source ; wh e r ei n at le ast somo of sa i d i nformat i on i s 
common to both sa i d f i rst d e vic e and sa i d se cond d e v i c e. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 1 , wherein said information 
includes configuration information used at start-up by said fifst device. 

3. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 1 , including 
recording said information at selected times for said fifst device; 

at said tost device, reading said recorded information in addition to said set of 
information; and 

comparing said recorded information with at least some of said set of 
information. 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 3, wherein said selected times 
include at each restart of said fifst device. 

6. (Cancelled) 

7. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 1 [[6]], wherein said set of 
resources includes at least a first file at a first said information server and a second file 
at a second information server. 
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8. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 1 [[6]], wherein said set of 
resources includes at least one file at said information server. 

9. (Previously Presented) The method as in claim 1 , wherein said information 
includes a set of values for named variables, and wherein said resolving conflicts 
further includes parsing, from said higher priority source, an instruction relating to 
setting said variable; and performing said instruction from said higher priority source. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method as in claim 9, wherein said instruction has a 
syntactic form indicating one or more of the following operations: 

replacing a value from said lower priority source with a value from said higher 
priority source, or 

appending a value from said higher priority source to a value from said lower 
priority source. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus including 
at least one information server; 

a fffst device relat i ve l y remote from said information server, said fifst device 
including memory having computer programs and data structures capable of being 
performed by said lifst device to perform steps of reading fead a set of information from 
a set of resources including at least a source , at loast com© of sa i d i nformat i on located 
r e lat i v el y local to said f+fst device and at l east some of sa i d i nformat i on obtainod from 
said information server, setting and to set values for one or more variables at le ast on e 
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var i ab l o at said test device in response to said information , and if said setting step 
changes an indication of said set of resources, re-performing said steps of reading and 
setting until said step of setting does not change said indication of said set of 
resources ; 

a s e cond d e v i c e r el atively r e mote from said i nformat i on sorvor, said second 
dovico inc l ud i ng momory having computor programs and data structuros capablo of 
bo i ng porformod by said socond dov i co to road a sot of informat i on, at loast somo of 
sa i d i nformat i on l ocated r el at i vo l y local to said se cond dov i c e and at least some of sa i d 
i nformation obta i ned from said i nformat i on serv e r, and to s e t valu e s for at least on e 
var i ab le at sa i d s e cond dovic e i n r e sponse to sa i d i nformat i on ; wh e r e in at l e ast som e 
of said i nformation i s common to both sa i d first dovico and sa i d s e cond dev i c e ; and 

wherein said setting step resolves conflicts when said information from any two 
sou res assigns two inconsistent values to any of said one or more variables a s i ngle 
var i ablo aro roso l vod by determining, for said any two sources for sa i d i nformation , a 
higher priority said source and a lower priority said source. 

12. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as in claim 1 1 , wherein said memory at said 
first device includes computer programs and data structures that when performed use 
said information at start-up by said test device. 

13. (Currently Amended) The apparatus as in claim 1 1 , said test device including 
memory having a record of said information at some past time; 
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memory including computer programs and data structures capable of being 
performed by said test device to compare said recorded information with at least some 
of said set of information. 

14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Currently Amended) A device including a processor and memory, said memory 
having computer programs and data structures capable of being performed by said 
processor 

to couple said device to an information server using a communication link; 

to read a set of configuration information from a set of resources including at 
least a source , whoro i n at l oast somo of sa i d conf i guration information i s l ocatod 
rolativoly local to said device and at l oast somo of sa i d conf i gurat i on i nformat i on is 
l ocated at said information server; 

to r e solv e conf l icts wh e n said conf i gurat i on informat i on a s s i gns two incons i st e nt 
valu e s to a s i ng le variab le by d e t e rmin i ng, for any two s ouroos for sa i d conf i gurat i on 
i nformat i on, a h i gh e r pr i ority said sourc e and a l ower pr i or i ty said source; and 

to set values for one or more variables at l oast ono variab l o at said device in 
response to said configuration information, said configuration information being used at 
start-up by said device; and 

if setting said values changes an indication of said set of resources, to re- 
perform reading said set of configuration information and setting of said values until 
said setting of said values does not change said indication of said set of resources ; 

6 


wherein said setting of said values resolves to rosolvo conflicts when said 
configuration information from any two sources assigns two inconsistent values to any 
of said one or more variables a s i ng l o variablo by determining, for said any two sources 
for sa i d configurat i on informat i on , a higher priority said source and a lower priority said 
source. 

16. (Previously Presented) The device as in claim 15, including 
memory having a record of said information at some past time; 
wherein said computer programs and data structures are capable of being 

performed by said processor to compare said recorded information with at least some 
of said set of information. 

17. (Cancelled) 

18. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 1 , wherein said set of resources 
are sa i d s e t of i nformation i s disposed at a sequence of locations to be read by said fifst 
device. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The [[A]] method as in claim 18, i nc l ud i ng at a first dovic e , 
road i ng a sot of i nformat i on, at l oast somo of sa i d f i rst i nformat i on l ocatod rolativo l y 
loca l to said f i rst dov i co and at l oast somo of sa i d i nformat i on obtainod from an 
information sorvor ro l at i vo l y romoto from said f i rst dov i co , and sotting valuos for at 
loast ono var i ab l o at sa i d first dov i co in rosponso to sa i d information; at a socond 
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dovico, roading a sot of i nformat i on, at loast somo of caid i nformation locatod ro l at i vo l y 
l oca l to said cocond dovico and at loast somo of said informat i on obtainod from an 
i nformation son/or r e lat i v e ly remot e from sa i d s e cond dovice, and se tting valuos for at 
l e a s t on e var i ab le at said socond dov i co in r es ponco to said i nformation; and whoroin at 
loast somo of sa i d i nformation i s common to both said f i rst d e vic e and said socond 
d e v i c e ; and wh e r ei n sa i d set of i nformat i on i s d i sposod at a s e qu e nco of l ocations to bo 
road by said f i rst dovico; and further including defining a relative priority for said 
information server a f i r s t and a second information server in response to a relative 
position of said information server fifst and second information server in said sequence. 

20. (Currently Amended) The [[A]] method as in claim 18, inc l ud i ng at a f i rst dovico, 
roading a sot of i nformat i on, at l oast somo of said f i rst informat i on locatod ro l at i voly 
l oca l to sa i d first dov i co and at l oast somo of sa i d i nformat i on obtainod from an 
i nformat i on s e rv e r rolative l y r e mot e from sa i d first dovic e , and sett i ng va l uos for at 
le ast on e var i ab l o at sa i d f i rst dovico in rosponso to sa i d i nformation; at a s e cond 
dovic e , r e ad i ng a set of i nformat i on, at l oast som e of sa i d i nformat i on l ocatod rolat i v el y 
l oca l to sa i d s e cond d e v i c e and at le ast som e of said i nformation obtainod from an 
informat i on se rver rolat i voly r e mot e from sa i d s e cond d e v i ce, and se tt i ng valuos for at 
loast ono variablo at caid socond dovico in rosponso to said informat i on; and whoro i n at 
l oast somo of sa i d information is common to both said first dov i co and sa i d cocond 
d e v i c e ; and whoro i n sa i d s e t of informat i on i s d i spos e d at a soqu e nco of l ocat i ons to b e 
r e ad by sa i d f i rst dov i co; and whoro i n sa i d sot of information i s d i sposod at a sequ e nc e 
of l ocat i ons to b e read by said first d e v i c e ; and further including selecting said 
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sequence of locations in response to said indication of said set of resources, which is a 
variab l o settable in said setting step i n rosponso to at loast ono said i nformation s orv o r . 

21 . (Currently Amended) The apparatus as in claim 1 1 , wherein said set of 
resources are ca i d sot of information is disposed at a sequence of locations to be read 
by said fifst device. 

22. (Currently Amended) The An apparatus as in claim 21, including at loast ono 
informat i on s e rv e r; a f i rst d e vico ro l at i v e ly r e mot e from sa i d i nformat i on serv e r, eaid first 
d e v i c e i nc l ud i ng m e mory having computor programs and data structuros capabl e of 
boing porformod by said f i rst dovic e to r e ad a se t of information, at l oast som e of s a i d 
i nformation locatod ro l at i vo l y l oca l to said f i rst dovico and at l oast como of said 
informat i on obtainod from sa i d i nformation sorvor, and to sot va l uos for at loast ono 
var i able at said f i rst d e v i c e i n rospons e to sa i d i nformat i on; a second dovico r el at i v el y 
remot e from sa i d i nformation s e rv e r, s a i d s e cond dov i co i nc l uding m e mory hav i ng 
computor program s and data structur e s capab le of b ei ng p e rform e d by said second 
d e v i c e to road a s e t of information, at le ast some of 6 aid i nformat i on l ocatod rolativoly 
loca l to sa i d socond dov i co and at loast somo of said informat i on obtainod from said 
information sorvor, and to sot valuos for at loast ono var i ab l o at sa i d socond dov i co in 
r e spons e to sa i d i nformat i on; whoroin at loast som e of sa i d informat i on is common to 
both sa i d f i rst dov i co and sa i d socond dovico; wh e r e in said s e t of i nformat i on is 
d i sposod at a s e quonco of l ocations to bo road by sa i d f i rst d e v i c e ; and wherein a 
relative priority is defined for said information server a f i r s t and a second information 
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server in response to a relative position of said information server fifst and second 
information server in said sequence. 

23. (Currently Amended) The Aft apparatus as in claim 21, i ncluding at l oast ono 
i nformat i on sorvor; a f i rct dov i co rolativo l y romoto from caid information sorvor, said f i rst 
d e v i c e inc l ud i ng m e mory having comput e r programs and data structures capab l o of 
bo i ng p e rformod by sa i d first devic e to road a sot of information, at l e ast som e of s a i d 
i nformat i on locatod ro l at i voly l oca l to ca i d f i rst dov i co and at l oast somo of said 
i nformation obtainod from said i nformat i on sorvor, and to sot valuos for at l oast ono 
variab l e at sa i d f i rst dov i co i n rosponso to sa i d i nformat i on; a socond dov i co ro l ativoly 
romoto from sa i d i nformation sorvor, sa i d socond dovico inc l ud i ng memory hav i ng 
computor programs and data structuros capab l o of bo i ng porformod by said socond 
d e v i c e to road a set of i nformat i on, at le ast som e of s aid i nformation l ocatod ro l ativ el y 
l ocal to sa i d socond dov i co and at loast somo of sa i d i nformat i on obtainod from sa i d 
i nformat i on sorvor, and to sot va l uos for at loast ono variab l o at said socond dov i co i n 
rosponso to said i nformation; whoroin at l oast somo of said i nformat i on i s common to 
both 6 a i d first d e vico and said se cond dovic e ; wheroin sa i d sot of i nformation is 
d i spos e d at a 6e quonco of l ocat i ons to bo road by sa i d f i r s t dov i c e ; and wherein said 
sequence of locations is selected in response to said indication of said set of resources, 
which is a variab l o settable in said setting step i n rosponso to at loast ono sa i d 
information sorvor . 

24-38. (Cancelled) 
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